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LOW, BUT NOT AS LOW I 
AS OUR FUEL PRICES. i 
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, PRICEWATCH 

TIie Footb•II 

L•11gue Limited. 

Lythnm St. Annas, 

Lancashire FYB JJG 

Pr11ident • 

W.G. McKug MA. ICantab) 

Directors: 
D.A. ShHp1h1nk1 • Chairman 

!Ipswich Town, 
E.J. Bowler (C,ew1 AIH1ndra) 

D.G. Hammond FU MIMgt 
(Swann, City) 
K.T, HHl1m (M■n1fi1lcl Town) 
D.F. Kilpatrick IRochdal•I 

R.G. NoaclH !Crystal P1f1c1) 

T. Robinson (Bury) 

P.D.P. Scally !Gillingham) 

1.H. Statt lOldhm Atlll•tic) 

S1cr1lliry: J .D. Dent 

Wembley Stadium 

Stadi_. Oi,.ctor. PHI ..,..,at 
Salety otficar. Noel ...._ 

C-rtlalNdMn .... 
-qer. All-Fwl• _,o,.nc;.. 
__, Tony Nikolic 

iii 
"'1~ v~~ 

,,....,.. Editor. Peter O'Mal ey. 
~rs: Kt'An Palm.,• Ftonthn• 
Sporu. Hayttr'I. 
PIMM9r1plllr- AcltOn lmlgH, 
O..Jta: Mark Fuller. Georgie ~ 
Protr-AMtliaiat: 
Grandstand M1d11 • 0111 9021833 
w..ba., ... Offic:e: 0111 900123l. 

The ¥'teWI ••P'HHd by indrndu1I contnbf,jtou 
lfl ftOl.f'IKHUrilyll'l• Vll'WI ot Wfflbftot ..,_._.. 
C>W-b&ey St.cha '--'.ff 
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i tible 

Mr Gordon lllleK .. g • 
PN•IIMnt of 111• Foatb•II ,..._ II/Ir Stuart Bern•u • 

R•t•II Op• r•tlon• Di,-etor, 
N•tlonwlde 

Nalionwide Foo/ball Loa9u•P/:Jy-Off Final Division 3 • Northampton Town v Swansea Cily 

1 1 .30am • 1 ,2 5pm 

1 .25pm - 1 .50pm 

1 .50pm • 2 ,15pm 

2 .15pm - 2.48pm 

2 .48pm 

3 .00pm 

3 .45pm 

4 .00pm 

4 ,45pm 

Turnetll•• open. 
Sele c tion of muaic from the Band of the Royal Lancers. 

Nationwide'• .. Score • g oal at Wembley ... competition. 

Auto W lndacreena School• Shield Final • D lvlaion Th,...: 
C.rll■le United v Exeter City. 

Nationwide Building Society pr•match activity. 

P.....ntetlon "of th• teama and Mat ch Official• to 
Mr Stuart Bernau (Retail Operations Director, 
Nationwide) end Mr Gordon McKeeg IPre■ident, Th• 
Football L-uel. 

NATIONAL ANTHEMS 

Kick-off, 

Half-time: Marching di■play by the Band. 

Secon d Half. 

End of matc h : Pr•-ntation of Trophy and memento•• 
to winning team by Mr Stuart Bernau (Aetall Operation• 
O irector, Nationwide). 

f ~.H ,\(,f 1\,, '- p,q, , t IHH,t 
Before an announcement a high pitched aound will be made over the public 

11ddreaa syatem 
Spectators are kindly 11aked not to atond on •••t• •• this prevents people behind 

aeamg the match. 

THE NATIONWIDE FOOTBAU LEAGUE - DIVISION 3 PLAY-OFF ANAL - ~:JI._ 
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Nationwide News Nationv. 1 e News Nationwide News 
L

••t ■ummer Nationwide Bulldlng Society 1lgned • 
£1.75 million .,., year, thrN yNr deal to ■ponaor The 

Footi,.11 uagu., and the first oeHon of Th• 
Nationwide Football League ha■ been eventful and exciting. 

The company saw the advantage of being associated with a 
game that is an imponant part of many people's lives, and an 

important part of local communities across lhe country. 

Fans quickly recognised the change in sponsor and in a recent 

survey 89% of them said that they thought Nationwide were 1 

good sponsor. 

As part of the support for the sponsorship in ils first season, 

Nationwide have instigated a number of projects nationally and 

locally, and are looking forward to developing the sponsorship 

even further next season. 

NATIONWIDE'S 
NEW CABINET 

Th• wlnn■ra of today•, game 

will not only reach t he 

proml1■d land of the 

Nationwide Dlvl1ion Two but wlfl 

alao 11ft the Nationwide Divialon 

Three play-off trophy. 

Weighing 5kg, the trophy is certainly 

substantial reward for the winners 

achievements over an arduous season. 

The 1rophy is expertly crafted - using 

the skills utilised in the making of the 

great traditional footballing trophies -

in solid sterling silver, with 

mouldings of players forming an 

attractive band around its centre, it 

also features a 22 carat gold plated 

interior. The design is similar to that 

of the Division Three Championship 

trophy. It differs in being slightly 

The Nationwide 
Dlvlalon Three Play-off 
Champion• trophy 

smaller and of a marginally simpler 

design. 

All but one of the Nationwide 

League's 1rophies - two 

championship trophies. three 

runners-up salvers and three 

trophies for 1he p lay-off 

Th• divi•ional 
Championship trophies, 
including 7he Lady' 

victors - have been 

commissioned to, the 

Nationw ide League from 

Regents Silversmiths, o fficial 

suppliers of trophies to the 

Nationwide Football League. 

The only trophy not 

commissioned by Nationwide 

is that to, the Nationwide 

....I[ •1 ·,, . 

tc•ntre) 

League Division One Championship which remains 'The l ady' _ lhe 

original. pre-Premiership, First Division Championship . 

When designing the new trophies the balance had to be s1ruck 

belween the modern and innovative and the trad itional. Nationw,de's 

Sponsorship Executive. Chris Curran explains: HWe resisted the 

1emptat1on to go for something too modern, I don't think that's what 

the fans want. The Nationwide and The Football league are all about 

tradition so thal's what we went for in the design.·· 

Nationwide"s belief is that the divisional and play-off trophies are 

wonhy and elegant pieces that are every bit as impressive as any 

cup in the trophy cabinets of the Football Association .. 

DIVISION THREE'S BEST 
PLAYER - NATIONWIDE 

T
he Nationwide Review•• Divis ion Three •p1•ver of the 

SN1on' poll received • great response acro1■ the 

country. The phon•linea - which helped contribute 

money towards the provl1lon of facilities for the viau■lly 

Impaired et football ground• - w■N red-hot •• fan, gave 

their verdict on which player had made the greatest Impact 

in the dlvl■lon over the s eason. 

The winner, who will receive his award at today's game, is 

Darren Freeman of Fulham. 

Darren started his career at Gillingham but a fter two fairly 

unevenlful seasons was transferred to Craven Cottage where he has 

made a real impac1. An alhletic player, Freeman frightr:ns defences 

w ith ~is pace. he is also appreciated by the fans for his non-stop 

com!"mfl~ and energy. His nine goals in 32 starts is a decent 

record for a pla'yer who doesn'1 play the traditional centre-forward's 

role. Darren prefers to break into the danger zone from the w ings, 

using his pace and trickery to good affect. 

Fulham officials wero surprised to hear of Darren's award, but 11 

raised few eyebrows at lhe Nationwide Review as Fulham fans have 

been particularly active in contribut ing and showing their enthusiasm 

for lhe magazine. 

Darren Freeman isn't the only winner today. Presenting Darren 

with h is award will be Enid Vlahos of Newpon. Gwont. Nalionwide 

Review reader, Enid. is 1he Division Three w inner o f a VIP day oul at 

today's game and as such will enjoy an all expenses paid Wembley 

day-out, including honouring the fans choice of Player of lhe Season. 

Congratulations to Darren and to the two other 'Players of the 

Season' who were John Spencer of Queens Park Rangers and Luton 

Town's Tony Thorpe from Division One and Division Two respectively. 

A WELCOME RETURN 

W
hen, after lengthy negotiation•, Nationwide 

Bulldlng Society agreed the apona.onhlp deal with 

The Football League. the work for the 1ponaonhlp 

department wasn't over, It had only just begun. Adding t he 

name Nationwide to the league'• tltle give■ th• company a 

high profile In the media, but it la the hundredt of other 

projecta, at both local and natlonal l• v•t that make the 

1pon1onhip really work. 
One of the main aims of the company's sponsorship was to 

provide real benefits for the fans. So w hen the idea of producing a 
mag11zine that 

concentrated on 

the Nationwide 

League, instead 

of the 

Premiership, was 

suggested, the 

sponsors quickly 

saw the 

advantages. 

16 pages of 

informative and 

free of charge with your matchday programme is not something 

that fans are likely to moan about But the Nationwide Review has 

proved to be more than just 'something for nothing'. 

The more seasoned football fan will remember The Football 

League Review, which ran for 13 years from 1966. However, the 

Nationwide Review is very much a contemporary publication. The 

initial impact of the innovative front covers illustrates the powers of 

modem technology but, perhaps more important than the space-age 

stuff, are the modern footballing issues that the magazine has 

tackled. 

Racism, rule changes, Bosman to name but three, the magazine 

has not shied away from imponant issues and ultimately encouraged 

comment on them from the fans - and they've responded in their 

thousands. 

The Nationwide Review has endeavoured to provide something 

for everyone in its format. Comment from celebrity writers is 

blended with serious edito,ia1, quizzes, funnies and, most 

importantly, feedback pages. As the Na11onwide's football fons 

realised they were actually being given something w onhwh,le the 

torraced/seated masses warmed to the publication and the stream of 

letters. faxes and E-Mails turned into something of a deluge. 

The pilot peuod for the final n ine weeks of the season, was 

successfully completed, and the first figures from independent 

research, show that the magazine was very we11 received. SOo/• of 

those questioned said they thought the magazine was good. 

Plans for next season's magazine are already well under way. and 

the views of 1he supporters w ill be the most prominent within the pages 

of whal 1he sponsors are happy lo see as the fans own magazine. 

JUST THE TICKET 
To stand a chance of winning a season-ticket to you, Nationwide 
Football l eague club, simply select one of the three possible 
an1wer1 to each question and send your answers to us at the 
following addreu: Play-off competition, Chaddesley House, 
196 Wolverhampton Street, Dudley, DY1 1DZ. 
Enlrie! to be received no later than June 13. 

1) Which of the following current Premiership stars scored both 
Pon Vale'1 goals in their 2-1 aggregate win over Bri5tol Rovers in 
the 1989 Division Three play-off final7 

.... 1) Steve Guppy, bl Robbie Earle, c) Robin Van der Laan 

2) Which of the following cluba won promotion back into Division 
Two fnow Division One) for the first time in 52 years by winning 
the 1991 third division play-o ff final7 
a) Grimsby Town. bl Tranmere Rovers, c) Southend United 

3) Which of the following clubs let a 2-0 away lead slip in last 
1ea1on's second divi sion play-off semi-final to miss out on a trip 
to Wembley, a ground where they have made three FA Cup final 
appearances7 
a) Pruton North End, bl Burnley, cl Blackpool 

4) Which of the following players was the Bolton supe,sub who 
came on to score twice as Wanderers defeated Reading •·3 in 

.. the..l995 Division Ono final? 
& 11) Mark Patteraon, bl Fabian De Freitas, cl John McGinlay 

51 Mlxu Paatelainen also scored in the above match for Bolton, but 
from which country does he hail? 
a) Finland, bl Iceland, c) Denmark 

61 Which of the following current Premiership stars scored the goal 
which clinched the fourth division play-off final fa, Cambridge 
United in 19907 
al Dion Dublin, bl Liam Oaish, cl Gary Rowett 

7) Which of the following clubs was promoted to the top flight in 
1990 despite losing their play-off final against Swindon Town? 
a) Middlesbrough, bl Leicester City, cl Sunderland 

8) Which of the following Leicester City players netted a penalty in 
last season's f i rst division play-off final to put the Foxes on level 
terms with Crystal Palace? 
al Steve Claridge, b) Garry Parker, c} Steve Walsh 

9) Which of the following cuffent Premiership bos.ses led Bristol 
Rovers to the 1989 third division play-off final? 
al Mertin O'Neill, bl Gerry Francis, cl Brian little 

101 Wycombe's rise from non-League obscurity included a trip to 
Wembley in the 1994 Division Three play-off final. But who did 
they beat to eam their place in the aecond d ivision? 
al Preston North End, bl Plymouth Argyle, cl Carlisle United 

THE NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE - DIVISION 3 PLAY-OFF ANAL 
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Tables & Positions 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE DIVISION 1 

HOME AWAY 
PWD L F AWD L FA Pt,Gts 

Botron w. 46 18 4 1 60 20 10 10 3 40 39 98 100 

,a.ms1~ •a.1u1• (S'J:il.1191811oill_!l l36 1eo118 I 

Pommou1h '8 12 32 24 
,. 

Pon Vale 46 9 36 28 27 67 56 

OPR 48 10 33 25 31 35 66 8' 
S.rmingham C. 46 11 30 18 22 30 66 S2 

Tranmere R. '8 10 42 27 11 21 29 6S 63 
Stolte C. '8 lS 3' 22 13 17 3S 64 51 

No1W1Ch C. '8 9 10 28 18 13 35 so 63 63 
Manchester C. '6 12 3' 25 12 25 3S 81 S9 

Ch1rl1onA. 46 11 4 36 28 15 "' 38 . 59 52 
W.BA '6 l 9 37 33 8 31 39 57 68 
Oxford Utd. 46 14 .. 26 15 20 42 57 64 
R11ding 45 13 37 24 18 21 '3 57 58 
SwmdanT. 46 11 36 21 16 16 .. 54 52 . 

Hudder1field T. 48 10 28 20 8 12 20 ,1 48 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE DIVISION 
HOME AWAY 

p W D L F A W D L F A 

Bury '6 18 5 O 39 7 6 7 10 23 31 

S1ockport C. - •6 

IAfackoool 

Wrexham '6 11 28 8 17 22 

Bumloy •6 14 48 27 B 10 23 28 

Chestorfi1ld 46 10 2S 18 10 17 21 68 

G1lhngh1m 46 13 37 25 10 23 34 67 

Walsall '6 12 3S 21 14 19 32 67 

Watford 46 10 24 1, 11 8 21 24 67 

M1llwi1II 46 12 27 22 9 10 23 33 61 

Preston N. E. 46 u 33 19 17 16 36 61 

Bournemouth 46 8 24 20 10 19 25 60 

Bns1ol R. 46 13 4 34 22 u 13 28 56 
\\'ytombeW. 46 13 4 31 14 15 20 42 S5 

f'tymouth A. 46 17 11 19 18 11 28 40 54 

York C. 46 8 6 31 11 20 37 52 

Bradford C. 46 10 29 32 l 14 18 ,o 48 47 IPetomor 4 l 12 17 39 47 

~ ~ s 
s 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE DMSION 3 
HOME AWAY 

_P W D l , F A W D L F A Pis Gls 
W,ganA. _ 45_ 17 3 3 53 21 9 6 8 31 30 87 8' 

CHAMPIONS: Bolton Wanderers 

PIIOMOTEI)_:- Barnsley ~---............... ~ ... , ..... , .......... , ,.::~l.7.2J 
~ ~~81.! UJ.28123...IM.!7.I 

RELf_GATEQ:il[Gnmi!!y.I_o~n,._OJham.Athla.t 
~ !h•nd.!Jnilid 

Cofchffter Utd. 45 11 36 23 26 28 68 62 
Lincoln C. 48 10 35 25 11 35 .. 66 70 
C.mbridge Utd. '8 11 30 27 10 23 32 65 53 
Mansfield T. 45 9 21 17 8 26 28 64 47 

CHAMPIONS: Bury 

PROMOTED- Stockport County 

Sc,rt>orough 46 9 36 37 6 10 29 37 63 6S 
Scunlh0'l)O Utd. '8 11 36 33 8 10 23 29 63 58 ' ' I .LlJl.'lU 

Roctuut, 46 10 3' 2, 10 24 3' 58 58 '.8.lLEG~D~ 11..t>o,iiuiih~Uii.l~Sht1iiiJ!iury~To. 
81m1t 48 32 23 11 u 28 58 '8 Roitii 1m U.nlt,d,.Notu.Ccnm_ty 
Leyton Orient 46 11 6 28 20 4 13 22 38 57 so 
Hull C. '8 9 29 28 4 10 9 15 24 57 u 
0,rtington '8 11 37 28 3 s 15 27 50 52 64 
Dona11er R. 46 9 l 29 23 15 23 '3 52 52 
tt.nlopool Utd. '8 & 9 33 32 6 u 20 34 51 53 
Torquty Utd. '8 10 24 24 12 22 33 50 '8 

!.lj:_1!:-J~.p;i,~2)_~--~·: __ 
CHAMPIONS: Wigan Athletic 

!PROMOTED: Fu!~aiii'g,"ct,11;j,_Unlt1d 

Exeter C. '8 8 25 30 6 14 23 '3 48 48 
Brighton & H. A.• CS 12 41 27 1 4 18 12 43 47 53 

g-lllD"6l '8nghton& H A.2po,n1$dodUC1fd 
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A• North•mpton walk 

out at Wombloy 

tod•y. It I• 
r-em•rkable to think that ft la 

Just thrwe •••a.on• ■Ince the 

Cobblera propped up the 

Football League. Bottom of 

tho Third Division with only 

fate conaplring to give them 

another chance In • • •••on 

when no team gained 

promotion from the 

Conference. 

II has been a rapid 

trDn1formation in fortunes and 

as manage, lain Atkins 

concedes, no1 &ven ho could 

hove hoped for such a rapid 

of the position the club were in 

just o low years ago, ii is 

amazing really," sav, A.tkins 

who shys oway from accepting 

credit tor the achievements. 

"You feel pride in what has 

happened, but I don't like to tako 

the credit. This is a tribute to the 

players and they oro tho ones 

who should got rho plaudits." 

Atkins cannot shield himself 

from praise that o.Jsily. Though 

he likes to hand the glory to 

those around him at the club, 

the manager hos 10 take the 
flak through the hard times and 

now that the glory days are 

my sido end wo don't need 

others to toll us how well we 
1 

doing." r 

And.the Atkins success lta 

is no quick fix. Ho predicts a 

bright future for tho club 

at Sixfic!ds in Jonuorv 1995. ho 

nccepls thDI victory todoy 

ogoinsl Jon Molby's Swon,co 

would be 1ho highlight of his 

monsgorial career. '"It would not 

be hard to better whol has gone 

before," ho soys with a smile. '"I whatever the outcome todoy. 

hove only over monogcd clubs "Wo hove 13 or 14 youngsters 

who hove been fighting for thoir who are showing so much 

'hvcs at tho wrong end of tho potonflDI," ho odds 

toblo. so to hove a day nt 

Wembley is fontasltc for myself 

ond the plovers. 

"'But we will not gol c.amod 

DWDV by II 811. The thought of 

Wembley will nol fill my side 

wilh fenr as monv of them havo 

played there before. We nro olso 

toiolly focused in our task and 

wherever we ploy that 

determinotion to succeed will 

be there.· 

Atkins uses the word focus 

consistently ond gives tho 

impression thot his singlo 

minded pli11ns have not 

• c.o:nrnmplated defeal this 

afternoon. "The opposition do 

not concern me.· he continues. 

·onco wo hod got through our 

play•off semi•final ogoinst 

Cardtff, I didn't evon look et the 

other result It didn't bother mo 

whether it w;,s Swansoo or 

Chester in the final, as long as 

we wet~ there. Wo will focus on 

our own performance at 

Wembley and if that is right. we 

At the age of 40, Atkins has 

seen more than a few upheavals 

in his c.aroer. From Shre .. vsbury 

to Everton ond Ipswich to 

Birmingham in hi1 ploying dnys, 

to spells in charge of Colchester 

and Doncnstor boforo accepting 

tho post of Cobblers boss in 

JanuDry 1995, he has lho 

oxporienced plenty of lows in 

preparntion for this day of 

highs. 

And he goes aboul his job 

in on uno~umino manner. 

"People wero not expecting a 

grca1 deal from us this season," 

wys Atkins. "Even going Into 

the ploy•offs there wasn't too 

cnthus,osticnlly ... And the mix 

betwoon youth and experience 

has stood us in good stead, The 

youngsters who were thrown in 

at tho start of tho season when 

wo had a fow problems havo 

learned from thot ond will be 

benor for 11. 

·I'm sure lhey would do 

evon boner in tho higher leDguo. 

Whotovor anyone says, you 

nood to show strcnglh in tho 

Third Division. you have to mix 

11 Dnd c.irn the right to play. In 

tho Second Division there is 

more space and I hove plovers 

to shine in lhose cond11ion1." 

Looking ohead to lifo In tho 

Second Division was 

unlhinkablo before Alkins 

arrivod. Ho might not like to 

occcpt the plaudits. but victory 

today would givo him tho 

At• player: 197••82· 
Shrewsbury Town (278 
appearances. 58 goals) 
1982 85 Sunde,land (77 

appearances, 6 goals). 
198'-86 Everton (7 

appearances. 1 goal). 
1986-88 Ipswich Town (77 
appearances, • goals). 
1988--90: Birmmnt>am (93 
appearances. 6 ,_ )als). 

1990 9l Colche ur Uld I' 1 
appearances. 7 y _als) • 
Playerimanager 
1991-92 Birmingham 18 
appearances) - AtslSUtnt 

here. he should be held up as much attention given to our 

tei:Qvery. "When you sit back the hero. efforts. But that is the way we 

~ l '& ; 3 and think Having only been appointed like it 10 be. The belief is there in 

Nation~ de THE NATIONWIDE FOOTBAU LEAGUE - DIVISION 3 PLAY-OFF FINAL 
_...._, .. _, 

strike a 

ver ,our game plan 
winning mobile deal 

MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS 
IMafn jtNt_.,.o, 

Northampton Town Football Club 
for die 1897•1998 ...... 
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1987 
Div 1/2: Charlron Athletic 2 

Leeds United 1 
/r,p/,r,IIM I l ,w-191teav,,M0"9s/ 
O hr 2/3: Swindon Town 2 

GUllngham 0 

'"IUYl~M 1-l-• "'"' /140 "91/ 
Div 314: Alder,hot 3 

Wolverhampton W. 0 
().p~!aJCOtft¥1#1cMnhml9/J7 

unf<I tt:, FINIS b«-4t11f ~-art mlrcfllS 

11W'"6't. flOl"1390I 

Beforo the advenr of the 
Wembley pl ay-off final and the 
thrill and 11nso of occasion thtl 
comes with lhe venue. tho play­
o ff finals war• ploi,ied on a 
home•• nd•awav besls. For 1he 
first two years 1ho comperition 
involved sides vying for 
promotion and one club fiohring 
ro ,1v0td telegation. The result 

top-flight status prowod too 
much tor Leeds. Two goals from 
Poter Sh1rthtf were enough to 
ensure that Chartion bt-g1n 1988 
in tM old First Oiv11ion. 

Div 1/2: M1ddlesb«x1gh 2 
ChelHa 1 

Div 2/3: WalsaU • 

Bristol City 0 
l"Plr•lrlr J-J _ :, ..... MO lfg,/ 
Dtv 314: Swansea 5 

Torquay United • 
Thia year't FA Cup Final was 

the Firs1 O.wl11on play-off ol nine 
years ago. with the weallh of 
Chelsea pinltd agaln11 the 
financ1allv-i1,ugghng 
Mlddlesb,ough. Bo,o took ll 
two-go,! le ad 10 Stamf0td 
Bridge, 1nd although Iha Blues 

The fighl lor • Se<ond 
O.vluon place needed 1 ,epl1y. 
bv1 then lhere was no doubt 
who the w,nner was • O.vkl 
Kelly hitting • hlt•trick for 
W1IHIL 

1989 
Div 2: Cryatal Pal;,ce, 

Blackburn 3 
Div S: Port Valo 2 

Bus1ol Rovers 1 

Div 4: Leyton Onent 2 

Wruham 1 
On March I levton Orient 

we,e lying in 15th pos,uon in 
lhe Third Divis.on A p4Ke In lhe 
top h11f ot the 1abte seemed 
almost out o f reKh. a ptace ,n 
the ploy-offs saemed llko o 
dtt1m. What happened was 
no1hlng short of a foolboll was explosive foot.bait fought hard for 1h1ir place miracle - t.ght w ins and a dr1w In the b.attte for f irst 1mong 11 lhe ehte o Gordon in the last nine home games Divis ion mtus Cha,fcon 1nd Durie goal was not enough to took 1hem to JJX1h and two Leeds were 11ll levet after 270 bridge 1he gap, Crowd VlOlencc more home wins took them Into minutes of footb1II, after which m aned the game, leavmg lhe Third 01wtsion, 1llusttatino lhe desire of the Addicks to Chelsea to sh uffle In shame the magic ot 1ht play-offs. 

retain their from tho divit,on. In the Second Division 

Y-Off FINAL 

Sleet.burn took 1 3-1 feod to 
Crystal Palace,, whose u v,ou, 
had a familar face. The second 
of Ian Wnght't go1l1 came .1fte, 
117 m1nutet, • Umoly 
intervention to soal tho game. 

1990 
Di" 2: Swindon 1 

Sunderland O 
Div 3: Nons County 2 

Tranmere Ro""' o 
Div 4: C1mbr1dge Uni ted 1 

Chesterfield 0 
Tht pl• v•off, a,ri1Jed It 

Wembley and w,th them cam, 
cont,owerty But the tallt1ng 
po4nt1 were not on the field • a 
goal from Alan Mcloughlin 
seahng the win for Swindon to 
confirm their status es one o f 
the more s1yt11h clubs m 1he 
League They won p1omo11on at 
Wembley m hont of a crowd of 
72.000, but days later had the 
honour Cahn away from them 
t,euuse of financiel 
lrregularmes. Sunderland 
h1pplly took their plt<t 
olong1ide Nous Co. ond 
Cambndoe H the fi rst 
benefactors of the now-famous 
Bink Hohday wet k ... nd. 

Div 2: Notts Co. 3 
Brighton II, H.A. 1 

Oh, 3 : T,anmere t 

Bolton Wanderers 0 
Div 4: Torquay Un~ed 2 

Blockpool 2 ,,.,_ .... ~ .. -, 
M1nage, Neil Warnock 

continued his love 1ffair with 
the play•offs when he led Nons 
Co. to vlciory at We mbley fo, 
the second succes1ive yur. 
Tommy Johnson score-d twice 10 
gi1Je them a pl1ee in the old Firs t 
Division in front of a crowd 
159.940) which was once again 
the highest in the League 1ha1 

saoson. In the Fourth d1va1lon 
pl1y~off 1he game had to bo 
decided the cruel WIY • 

penah11s. Although Blackpool 
hid finished seven p01nt1 ahead 
of Torqu•v in the league that 
was t0tgot\en II Torquay won 
promotion for the first timD In 
19year._ 

1992 
Div 2 : 

Div 3: 
2 

Div 4: 

Blackbum Rovers 1 
Leteeater City 0 

Peterborough Unlled 
Stocl<port County I 
Blackpool 1 

Scunthorpe United 1 
tS!ac>z;ooi ~.., , .3 °" Jlf'ISI 

The new age of Blackburn 
bogon al Wembley In May 1992 
with the combination of Jack 
W1lker'1 money and Kenny 
Oalgll1h'1 o,portlse proving too 
much fo, lel<11ter. A penally 
ju11 befo re hall-dme, token by 
Mike Newell, WH enough 10 
gh;e Rovers I place in the 
nawty. formed Premltr$hip . 
lower down the d ivit ion, 

Blackpool w ere not going to be 
beaten by penalties again end 
took revenge on StockPort. 

1993 · ~ 
Div 1: Swindon Town ii 

leiceste r City 3 
Div2: WBA 3 

Port Valeo 
Div 3: York City 1 

Crewe Alu:andra 1 
(Yott_, 5-J oo (Jl!IU/ 

Swindon teemed 10 have 
shruogtd off the 
di11ppo1ntment of three years 
earlier when they cruised to a 3--
0 IHd in front of 73,000 
spec:tatorl. 8ut they were 
d etermined that 1t would not be 
that easy, allawtng Le.cttter to 
draw level. The Fox11 lool(ed 
certain 10 continue their 
come back, but n late penalty 
from Paul Bodin finally took 
Swindon Into the Premi erahip . 
Win• by WBA and York 
completMf ■ w eekend which 

tlr•dfonl City coli.ct th• 
trophy .,,_, lll•t ,.._,•• 
victory In the Dlvielon Z 
Pler-tHf Final ~_, Nott• 
co .... ty 

D iv 1: Leicester City 2 
Derby County I 

Div 2: Burnley 2 
Stockport County 1 

Div 3: Wycombe W. , 
Preston N.E. 2 

The ,..,. and rise of Martin 
O' Neill'• Wycombe continued at 
Wembley oa they won 
promodon for th• second 
consecutive year to climb fro m 
the Vauxhall Conference to the 
Second Division. Tho following 
day St·ockpon shot themselves 
in the foot when they were 
reduced to nine men, M ~ hael 
Wallace and Chris Beaumont 
being d1smlased for rash 
reac1ion1. l e icetter's day was 
fer more joyous, a late goal 
from Steve Welsh g1v1ng them 

1995 
Div 1: Botton Wande,ers • 

Reading 3 
Div 2 : Hud<krsfield Town 2 

Bristo! Rovers 1 
Div J: Chesterfield 2 

Bury O 
01>m,on1 on the pley-otf 

system v1ry, b4Jt one man who 
is 100% In favour 11 Neil 
Warnock.. who w11 given h,s 
third Wembley v,e1ory when 
Chris Billy headed 1n the W1nner 
for Huddersfiold. In the M onday 
event nearly 155,000 specta·torl 
saw one of the best games of 
lhl a,eaton H Rt.tding 1oot I 2· 
o 111d only for Bolton to 
produce I scinHllaung wcond· 
half displ1y A pt,nalty sa.we from 
Keith Br1n1gan and goal, from 
Owen Coyle and Fabian De 
Fre,tH took the g1m1 into eJCtra­
ttmo. Two more goals put the 
game out o f Reeding's reach 

1998 
Div 1: Leicester C,ty 2 

Crystal Palace 1 /HrJ 
Div 2: Brad ford City 2 

Notto CO<Jntv 0 
Div 3 : Plymouth Argyle 1 

Dnrhngton 0 
Le icestet were saved from 

penalties by two secondt, the 
two team, being Inseparable 
after 120 minute, ot the banlo 
for the b4ggeet target In fo0tball 
Prem1er1h1p status, which 
Leicester had lost the yea, 
before. Tho man who saved the 
day was Steve Cla,,doe. whose 
goal gave PalKe no t1m1 to 
reply. In the Second D,v.s1on 
Bradford en1oyed the biggest 
occas.ion tlnce theu 1911 FA 
Cup triumph and in the Th,rd 
Division Neil Warnock once 
again tasted VtCtory to make him 
lhO undisputed King of the Play• 
Otts, w,th his fourth such 

attre~od 1lmo1t 150,000 to the 1heir firlt Wemblei,i win In seven promotion In seven season•. 
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Northampton 
• 

ev1e 

W
han North•mpton 

manager Ian 

Atkin■ ,.fleet■ o n 

th■ club'• moat auccesaful 

naaon of tha d■ead■, It 

H■ma odd that ha ul■cte a 

defeat •• the turning point 

o f a drain ing campaign. 

The 1-0 loss to litle leaders 

Wigan last Morch may have 

appeared to be a damaging 

blow to their play-off hopes 111 

the time, but Atkins insists it 

was a resull that inspired his 

side to new heights. •we went 

into that game after a month 

when we had no luck at all,• 

recalls the Cobblers chief. 

"Wigen were nlmost certain of 

automatic promotion and they 

came to our place expecting 10 

win. 

"'But we totally outplayed 

them from stan to finish. U we 

had won by five or six goals it 

wouldn't have been unjust They 

&eored in tho last couple of 
minu1e-s with a lucky gool and 

we left the field wondering what 

more we could have done. But 

the fact th11 we wore a million 

Skipper • 
Ray 
Warburton 

ahead of them on the doy gave 

us a boost and and from that 

point on we had I great run to 

end the season. Seven games 

unbeaten and five wins amongst 

that• 

That final burst secured 

their play-off berth, but tho 

ground work had alrondy been 

done long before thot. An 

opening day disappointment 

against Wigan was cancelled 

out the following Saturday with 

a confident J.0 success over 

Mnnsfield. David Rennie snd 
Mark Cooper were amongst lhe 

scorers as tho Sixfields 

campaign opened in style. 

Though by October, the 

supporters wore preparing for 

anolher bitter 

winter with lhc 

1hroat of 

relegation 

loommg largo. 

In., season 

when the 

Conrerenco 

sides had spent 

money on 

improving their 

grounds to lhe 

satisfactory 

level, this was a 
campmgn where 

finishing last in 

the tabla would 

moan the 

ultimate 

h,,milialion, but 

the Cobblers 

hod endured a 

dirricult start to 

tho campaign. 

·we hod a lot of problems 

in the first couple of months,'"' 

reflects the manager. ·rr meant 

1 lot of our younger players 

being thrown inlo action, bul 

they kept the club in good stead. 

They picic.cd up points and when 

the experienced players 

returned it gave them 

something to go for.· 

Slowly the tide began to 

turn as successive wins against 

Colchester, Darlington and 

Hartlepool eased the relegation 

fear~ in October. lncon9lstoncy 

continued 10 dog the Cobblers 

and defeat against today's 

opponents Swansea ot the start 

of November was a hammer 

blow. Though the fest1Yo season ri\. .~ 1 miles 
-~ •~ ; 
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brought now belief thnt this sort 

of day under the Twin Towers 

wns a roahshc targot for 

Northomplon. 

A sorios of comprohenaive 

wins ovor Christmas lifted 

Atkins' side into a top six place 

with lho , .o success over Cordill 

on Now Years Doy particulnrly 

improssivo. Roy Warburton, Nell 

Grayson and Cooper were 

amongst lho scorers on a 

momorablo day ot Sixfiolds. The 
S-1 demolition of Chester a 
week laler highlighted tho 

confidence flowing through the 

camp. 

·11 became fairly clear ahcr 

tho first couple of months that 

Fulhom, Wigan ond Carlisle 

would run away wl1h tho throo 

automatic promotion places. but 

we always felt we could get into 

1ho ploy-offs,- says Atkins. 

·Thero aro three stages in ovcry 

acason. The start when tho sun 

is out and tho pitches are nice 

and fresh, tho winter whon tho 

mud is up around your ankles 

and the spring when players aro 

tired and trying to push 

lhomselvos to the end. 

•u a team comes through all 

1h01 and gets into a play-off 

final, 1hey deserve their chance 

at Wembley. Everyone starts a 

season believing they con win 

promotion, but this dub has 

struggled in the last tow years, 

so if I'm being honest, 10 be 

challenging this t•me may have 

come as a bit of a surprise to 

me. It looked d1ff1cult for us in 

Iha early stages of the season, 

but I knew we would turn it 

around.• 

That stunning run to end the 

season and comprehensive 

defeat of Cardiff in tho play-off 

semi averted the clash of the 

Welsh gionls at Wembley. but 

elso gave Atkins and his side a 

chance 10 crock open tho 

champagne. ·we hod a good 

celebrntion when wo mado ii 

into the play-offs and tho same 

when we boat Cardiff. It will be 

the bigges1 par1y of them all if 

we win today. - adds the 

Cobblers boss. 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FROM 

cancer research campaign 

Every year 40,000 It offers high 

people in Britain protection against 

get skin cancer harmful 

and 1,500 die UVA/UVB 

from the most radiation and 

serious form of costs a 

the disease. In a competitive £7.99 
bid to halt this for 200ml and 

growing £11.99 for 400ml. 
epidemic, we at All CRC profits 
the Cancer will be used to 
Research support our vital 
Campaign now programme of 
retail our own cancer research. 
brand of sun For more 
protection lotion information 
as part of our please contact us 
important at 10 Cambridge 
COVER UP Terrace, 
CAMPAIGN. London NWl 4JL. 

AVAILABLE FROM BOOTS AND LEADING RETAILERS 



What is thebest way 
to describe 

being at Wembley? 

~! 
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Socond log · Ion Sampson 
scorer of N orrh ompton's 
first goal 

. . 'I~, 
~ .1\:,-~.·' -/ ~ '- . 'I ·t ; '• 
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Northampton Town 
t 

Andy Woodman 
(goalkeeper) 
Dom: 11.08.71 
(Camberwell) 

A tall stopper formnlly with 

Crystal P.ilnce. he spent seven 

years os understudy to Nigel 

Martyn. Afl er a brief spell \vith 

Exoter City. Andy joined 

Northampton of o free transfer 

in March 1995. Ho missed just 

one game lhis season. 

Ian Clarkson (defender) 
Born: 01.12.7D (Sollhul) 

Ion 1tortod his career with 

Birmingham. Ho spent over ten 

years at St.Andrews making 

over 300 appearances th.al 

earned him a well deserved 

testimonial. 

Lee Maddison (defender) 
Born: D5.10.72 (Bristol) 

A cultured !ch-back who 

progressed through lho Bristol 

Rovora youth policy end was 

signed in Ociobor 1995 for 

C2S.OOO ahor a promising loan 

spell. Injuries have stunled his ~ 

c.areo, in the past lwo years. 

Birmingham City and enjoyed Ian Sampson (defender) 
an Auocio10 Momoor, Cup Born: 14.11.68 (Wakefield) 
triumph In 1991 ond also played Ion started-out with non-

his p,n in the Slues promotion league Goolo Town before 

winning side lhol year. He moving to Sunderland in 

joined Stoke in Septomber 1993 

for c,o.ooo before signing for 

the Cobblers on a free transfor 

last summer. 

John Frain (defender) 
Born: 09.10.68 
(lllrmlngham) 

Frain signed for 

Nonhlmpton on s full-lime 

b11i1 jus-1 before deadline doy 

after some imprt>Ssivo 

performancet earlier in the 

se11on whilst on loan from 

November 1990. He signed for 

John Fr•in 
• I 

.. ,. . .., . '." 

lhe Cobblers in • 00.000 deal in 

August 199• and he was lhe 

only ever present in 1he side 

throughout the following 

season. Sampson was loaned to 

Toncnham for the much 

maligned Inter-Toto Cup two 

summers ago. 

llay Warburton (defender) 
Born: 07.10.67 (Rotherham) 

A commanding centre-back 

and club captain who joined 

from York City in a CJS.000 deal 

~ Q. 3 during the 1994/95 close season. 
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campaign as a rosull of an 

operntion last summer. 

David Rennie (midfielder) 
Born: 29.08.64 (Edinburgh) 

A former Scottish youth 

international who started his 

career with Leicester City ofter 

coming through their youth 

system. Signed by Leeds United 

in January 1996 for (50,000 ond 

played in over 100 games for 

1he Elland Road outfit before 

Brisl ol City paid (175,000 for his 

•-.~ 

services in July 1989. Aftor a 

spell al Coventry ho joined 

Northampton lll!lt summer. 

Sean Parrish (mldllelder) 
llom: 14.03.72 (Wre1ham) 

Hnrd running plover who 

!';t.'.lrtod his career as a 

Shrewsbury Town trainee, 

making only a handful of 

appearances before leaving Goy 

Meadow for non-league Telford. 

Signod by curronl Cobblers boss 

Ion Atkin, m his days as 

Ooncnslcr boss. Sean followed 

Atkins 10 Northampton in 

August 1996. 

Roy Hunter (midfielder) 
Born: 29.10.73 (Sallburn) 

A crowd favou11I0 with 

1onocity and will to win. Roy can 
play in either midfield or at full­

bock and arrived at 

Northompton via Wost Brom. 

Anolhor who hod a spell on lho 

books at Man UId. 

Dean Peer (mldflelder) 
Born: 08.08.69 
(Stourbridge) 

Hard wor~ing midfielder 

w ith lfemondous stamina who 

progressed through the ranks 31 

Birmingham C11v nnd played 

over 100 games for tho Blues 

first team. Doan moved to 

Walsall in 1993 and lhon on to 

Northnmpton ,n the summer of 

199S. 

Nell Grayson (striker) 
Born: 01 .11.64 (Yorkl 

A industrious playor who 

:,lway! gives 100 per•ccnt in 

whatever position he is asked to 

fill. Ployed for non-league 

Rowntrco Mackintosh beforo 

joining Doncaster in 1990. After 

another spoil oul of league 

football, ho joined the Cobblers 

in 1994. Ho scored the lhird hat• 

1r1ck of his cmcor in the victory 

over Hartlepool last Janunry. 

John Gayle (striker) 
Born: 30.07 .64 
(Bromsgrove) 

A powerful front-man who 

joined from Stoke for (25,000 

lasl February ond promplly 

scored on his debul. A former 

member of tho Wimbledon 

'Crazy Gong', ho has also had 

spells wilh Birmingham. 

Jason White (striker) 
Born: 19.1D.70 (Meridian) 

Awkword su1kor who causes 

problems wilh his poco. Jo1on 

started his career w ith Derby 

County as a trolncc-. He didn't 

make an oppoaroneo for 1h0 

Rnm1 boforo joining Scunthorpe 

on a froo in Soptembor 1991. 

Tho Cobblers paid ClS,000 to 

capture him in tho summer of 

1995 and ho fini shed as top 

scorer with 16 goals. 

Marti Cooper (strlk11) 
llorn: 05.04.67 (Watford) 

Tho big centre-forward 

started hia career ot Cambridge 

and scored 20 goals ror the club 

before joining Tononham in 

April 1987. Withoul ever 

appoaring for the north London 

giants, he lefl in a [105,000 deal 

with Gillingham and ployed for 

Leyton Orient and Barnet en 

route to Sixfields. 

Allstalr Gibb (striker) 
llom: 17 .02.76 (Sallsbury) 

A promising youngslor who 

was purchased from Norwich 

City for CJ0,000 in Fobruory 

1996 :,her an impressive lonn 

spell. An important member of 

the squad this season. 

Chrls11an Lee (striker) 
Born: 08.10.76 (Aylesbury) 

Highly roted h 1l •mnn who 

signed for 1ho Cobblers dospilo 

intcrosl ftorn sovcr.ol top ctubs. 

Ano1ho, fo,me, Doncaster mnn. 

he w as lhc subject of a 00,000 

inquiry from Leeds in his days 1.11 

Solle Vue. 

Covonlry and Burnley. ' · .,_ ~ ~ 3 
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David Rennie Kwame Ampadu 

I n • Th• expectation• 

aide crammed - • youngster■ are 
Northampton on Araenal'a l 

full of youthf_ul alway• so h igh . When • 

exuberance, th■ • club'• youth ayat■m 

calming he■ produced the -----... --..:::::::..:J 
Influence of lik•• of Engl■nd 

perfonners 

■uch •• David 
Rennie wlll be 

crucial on• 

day Ilk• thlo. 

A former 

Sconish youth 
international, the hard wor•ing midfielder 

progressed through the ranks at Leicester City, but it was during his 

spells at LHdt, Bristol City and Birmingham that Rennie really began 

to make his. impact. With well over 400 league appearances behind 

him, a return to the big stage he has missed since his move to 

Northampton last summer is a challenge he is relishing. 

"David found it hard to 1djust to the Third Division when he first 

joined us,• reflects Cobblers boss Ian Atkins. "When you have been 

at the top for to long. it can be difficult. I've done it myself and the 

challenges in the Third Division are very different from those in the 

top flight. But since he has settled down, David has had a rnauive 

inOuence on the team." 

There is always • danger that the sheer size and splendour of 

Wembley can overcome a player who has never been here before. 

But Atkins is convinced stars like Rennie can calm any neNos. 

"David has seen it all In the game, .. he says. • And though I am 

confident my team will cope with everything, having players like him 

out there ls reassuring. 

"'When you have that much experience, you can read tho game 

so well and David has been a kov man in our excellent finish to the 

campaign. He has put in a lot of hard wo,k this season and deserves 

this day." 

intem■tion■la Tony Adam• ■nd Paul Meraon. 

every Hlghbury youngater t..a been Mt • mammoth 
precedent to emulate. 

And the expectations were just too high for Swansea's Kwame 

Ampadu as ho se1 out on a pro fessional career in the game with the 

North London giants. Born in Bradford, the young striker signed 

professionally with tho Gunners in November 1988. yet only made 

two brief substitute appearances during his three aeaaons et the 

club. 

The same frustra1ions are still being felt by the Highbury 

youngsters 10 this day and as young Gunner Adrian Clarke admi1s. 

Ampadu's scenario is all too fa mi liar. "You look at the Arsenal team 

sheet every week and just wonder how you will ever get in, .. says 

Clarke who featured on several occasions for the first learn last 

season. '"'There can be no better place to learn l he game, but you 

know your chances are going to be limited. And so many don't quite 

make ii ." 

Kwame's chances were 100 rew for him to show what he could 

do under manager George Graham and it was no surprise when the 

highly rated youngster joined West Brom In a £50,000 deal in 1991. 

Rejection like that he suffered at Highbury can be enough to 

irreparably damage a player's confidence, but Ampadu is no quitter. 

Though he was never given the run in the side he craved at the 

HaW1horns. when handed his rare opponunities the potential was 

there for all to see. 

Swansea have at last allowed him to unleash his talents on a 

regular basis and his appearance on the hallowed tuf'f this afternoon 

will give him the chance to prove a few of his doubters wrong. At the 

age of 26. this is one young men with a point to prove. 
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J~JJjJJJJJJjJJ JJLUJJ -JJJ ~l/JJ Swansea 

Manager: 

Ian Atkins 

Colours: 

Shirts - Claret 

Shorts - White with 

Claret Trim 

Socks - White with 

Claret Trim 

■ Stuart Brock 

■ Ian Clarkson 

■ Lee Calkin 

■ Mark Cooper 

■ John Frain 

■ John Gayle 

■ Alistair Gibb 

■ Neil Grayson 

■ Roy Hunter 

■ Christian Lee 

■ Lee Madison 

■ Danny O'Shea 

:TODAY'S OFFICIALS 

Referee: 
Terry Heilbrow - Newton Aycliffe, Co. Durham 

Assistant Referees: 
Mike Joy - Bristol 

Mike Stobbart - Guildford, Surrey 

Fourth Official: 
Roy Pearson - Peterlee, Co. Durham .)..A- ~ THE NATIONWIDE FOOTBAU LEAGUE· DIVISION 3 PLAY-OFF ANAL 

■ Sean Parrish □ Roger Freestone □ Stephen_ Torpey 

■ Dean Peer 

■ David Rennie 
r D Joao Moreira □ Linton Brown 

l □ Keith Walker □ David Thomas 

■ Ian Sampson D Christian Edwards 

■ Dean Tallentire □ Mark Clode 

■ Garry Thompson □ Richard Appleby 

■ Billy Turley □ David Penney 

■ Ray Warburton □ Kwame Ampadu 

■ Michael Warner □ Shaun Chapple 

■ Jason White □ Lee ;Jenkins 

■ Andy Woodman □ Jonathan Coates 

□ Carl Heggs 

t & 
1i ~~ 

V'rBALv 'V 

Nationwide 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

~ 
Manager: 

I Jan Molby 

Colours: 

Shirts - White 

Shorts - Black 
. Socks - Black 

Today's ballboys are courtesy of Northampton and 
Swansea Schools FA. 

Ballboys tracksuits are supplied by Umbro. 

All matchday footballs courtesy of Mitre. 

Note: If the scores are level at the end of 90 
minutes play, an extra half hour will be played. 

If the scores are still level at the end of extra time, 
the winners will be determined by a Penalty 
Competition played in accordance with the 

Laws of the Game. 
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Nationwide 
support Italian 

Jo/J8Uccess 
- ~~ ~~ ~-

L•ft: M•rt.ln Bullock 
t•k•• on Em•nu.l Bro•chi 

a.low: C•rl S.rrenr collects 
hi• M•n of the Match Award 
from EurotN•n Avl•tlon •• 

._.. TenyFox 

I f any furthef' evict.nee w•• 
,...,1red to illuatrate th• 
••tent of top quellty 

young talent tt..t ••l•t• 
out.eide th• Englfah top flight, 
the Nationwide backed 

unc:1e,...z1 lnter--Leas,u• match 
betw-n The tt.ll•n League 
S.M 8 and The Football 
~ proved that beyond 
au doubt In February. 

Played at Serie A 

Sampdorie's wonderful Luigi 
Ferraris Stadium in Genoa. The 

League starlels malc:hed their 
Italian counterparts stnde for 

Slride and wore more than good 

value for the 1· 1 draw which 

they earned. 

The result enabled The 

Football League to preserve their 
unbeaten record in the three 

representative fixtures which 
have been p layed against The 

Italian League on a 21 and under 

basis - coming o n the back of a 
3-2 victory in Andria in February 

1995 .and a 1-1 draw at 

Huddersfield nine months later. 

The Football Association 

were represented by England's 
Under 2 1 manager Peter Taylor 

and Tec:hn1cal Consulrant J immy 

Armfi•ld who subm,ned a full 

repon o f the match to nahonal 

coach Glenn Hoddle. The 

success o f the trip would 

indicate a bf ight future for the 16 
players who m ade up the squad 

and for the full international side 
In years to come. 

Fo rmer England full-back 

J immy Armfield. now an 

influential figure in the FA as 
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a technical consultant, 

commented: " When the fixture 

became ., regular meeting of 1he 

two leagues at Under 21 level. 
we put it into the development 

programme o f the England 

team.'" 

The best young p layers in che 

country are not necessarily with 

Premiership clubs, and that's 

been proved with some excellent 

performances over the rhree 

g am es against rhe Serie B leam." 
.. We deservedly won rhe 

firsr one and although we have 

THE TEAM LINE UPS 

THE ITALIAN LEAGUE 

Gianollo (Chicvol. Broschi (Venerlo), Boccln ICoseno). 
Mezznno {Torino). Lonna (Ch ievo). Zonchetta IFoggl.e), 

RutziHu (Genool. C Zanetti (Cncno). Tedesco IPolermo). 
Pirri (Salernltann), Compolonghl !Brescia). 

Subs: Chloneso IFoggia) for Pirrl 61. Mercuri (Torino! for Lonno 70. 
Amoroso (Empoll) for Tedesco 75. Rocati IRovcnnaJ. 

Sommeso (Torino), G. Zanetti ICesono), DI Michale tFoggial 

THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Manholl !Norwich City). Mose-s (Bornsley). Mills (Norwich Cityl, 
Serrant (Oldham Athletic). Hamilton I Bradford City - now 

Newcastle United). Hughos !Wrexham - now Birminghom Cityl. 
Holland (Birmingham City). Bullock IBnrnsleyl. Rogen (Tranmere 

Rovorsl. Bradbury (Portsmouthl. Oyer (Cryslol Polocel 

Subs: Newton (Chorllonl for Ro9en 60, Taylor (Bolton Wanderonl 
for Brodbury 60, Oovis (Luton Townl. Pur~e (Oxford United), 

Lawson (Huddersliold Town). 

Referee: Cloudo Colombo - France 

my reporl to Glenn Hoddle 

reflects that Pe1or Taylor, who 
runs tho full England Under 21 
team and was on l he trip with 

me. was al so impressed ... 

A ' N t·- -~.d ,.,. ~-~ a _!OilWI e ~_., .:9 , 

compliment 10 the player In 

Question." 

.. haly are undoubtedly one 

o f the suongost footballing 

nat ions in Europe, so with lhe 
Nationw ide team drawing over 

there and the England Under 
21·s beating lt.aly at home last 

month, I firmly believe tha signs 
are good for our national ream's 

futura.• 

The Football Leagu e sid e 

J 

Pim picked up a wayward pass 
m idway in side rhe English half. 

took the ball forward and srruck 

from just inside lhe penalty 

areo. 

Deservedly. Tho Football 

Loague drew level in t he 62nd 

minure when Bruce Dyer fed a 

neat ball to Shaun Ne'lovton of 
Charlton Athletic who fired 

home under Gianello from 1en 

yards out. A lrhough the English 

had to settle for draws in the IHt 

two games, I felt we were tho 

better side on both occasions. 

Pract ically half the Italian 

players were from Serio A clubs 

in this last m1tch, which made it 

a sterner test, but I certainly 
dldn'I m ind that ... 

"'Pecor noted rhe names of were enjoying lhelr most h ad a h ost of opponunitiea 

"Our lads acquitted 

themsel ves well and d id the 

Nationwide League proud and 

several players whose progress p,oductlve apell of 1he first half towards the end to seal a 
he w,11 be monitoring closely. I and were well in command v ictory, the Quality of The 
oven had an ftalian scout come when the llalians took the l ead Football League's performance 
up to me and ask about one of after 35 minures. Against the ensured a thoroughly productive 
our lad s. which WIS quite a run of play Cremonese's Alessio occasion. - m 
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Roger Freestone 
(goalkeeperl 
Born: 19.08.68 (Newport) 

Transfened from Chelsea for 

a fee of (50,000 in September 

1991. Roger has scored three 

goals in his colourful career at 

the Vetch. An outstandingly 

consistent goalkeeper on 1he 

fringes of 1he Welsh side. 

Joao Moreira (defenderl 
Born: 30.06. 70 (Angola I 

Joao signed last summer 
and has enjoyed 1everal firs1 

ream starts this season. His 

previous clubs include 

Portuguese outfits Anadia and 

Benfica and he has shown 

encouraging form in his full­

back berth. 

Keith Walhr (defender) 
Born: 17.04.66 (Edinburgh) 

Keith joined from St. Mirren 

in Oe<:ember 1989 and proved a 

highly popular player with the 

Swansea 1upponer1. A solid 

and depend.able eentre-baeJc no 

strike-force enjoys feeing. 

Christian Edwards (defenderl 
Born: 23.11. 75 (Caerphlllyl 

A youngster who emerged 

through the ranks at the Vetch 

and has enjoyed a consistent 

run in the aide tor the past two 

seasons. The outstanding 

performer in the play-off semi 

first leg against Chester. 

Mark Clode (defender) 
Born: 23.02. 73 (Plymouth) 

A member of Swansea·• 

AutoglaH Trophy winning side 

of 199, here at Wembley, Mark 

joined the club In 1993 on a free 

transfer from Plymouth where 

he had failed to mak.e a first 

team appearance. 
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Jan Molby 
(defender/mldllelder) 
Born: 04.07 .63 (Denmarkl 

A key member of the 

Liverpool side that dominated 

the English game throu9hout 

the 19a0s. His range of passing 

and close control has been 

crucial in the Swans rise up the 

tabfe and he has transformed 

the club since taking over as 

manager In February of last 

year. This fs his first managerial 

position. 

Richard Appleby 
(mldflelderl 
Born: 18.09.75 
(Middlesbrough) 

Signed for Swansea in July 

1996 alter previously being on 

the books at Ipswich Town. 

Richard spent six year• .at 

Newcastle United before 

moving to Portman Road in 

1995. 

David Penney (mldllelderl 
Born: 17.04.64 (Wakefield) 

An experienced midfielder 

who has played a key role on 

the Swans path to Wembley, Ha 

was transferred for the ~ltry 

aum of (1,500 when he left 

Pontefract to join Derby in 1985 

end he hed I apell al Oxford 

before joining Swansea In 1991. 

A regula r goalscorer. 

llwame Ampadu (mldllelder) 
Born: 20.12. 70 (Bradford) 

Bought from Woll 

Bromwich Albion in February 

'.~~Nationwide :~·~-o 

1994 for £15.000, ha represented forms with the Swans in July 

lhe Swans on their fast 1991 and has spent much of the 

appearance at Wembley In the current campaign as a 

Autogless Trophy. A talented substitute. 

team player who began hit 

career at Arsenal where first 

laam chances we~ limited for 
Jonathan Coates (striker) 
Born: 27 .116.75 (Swansea) 

commitment to the Swans has 

seen h,m produce a consistent 

campaign, 

Carl Heggs (striker) 
Born: 11.10.70 (Lelcesterl 

Heggs began his career at 

Leicester City, but without ever 

playing a game for the Filbert 

Slrect outfit, he moved on to 

West Brom in 1991. A £60,000 

move to the Vetch was 

compfeted in June 1995 and he 

was on the score-1heet in the 

3-0 play-off semi-final win 

against Chester. 

stephen Torpey (striker) 
Born: 08.12.70 (London) 

Signed from Bradford for a 
tribunal fee fixed at £80,000 in 

Augull 1993. Ho has had 

another consistent season in 

front of goal and added to his 

tally in the semi-final against 

Cheater at the Vetch. 

Linton Brown (striker) 
Born: 12.04. 70 (D rlflleld) 

Linton joined the Swans on 

a free transfer in March 1996 

after a three year stint 11 Hull 

City. He enjoyed a brief spell at 

Halifax Town in his formative 

year,. 

David Thomas (striker) 
Born: 26.09.75 (taerphlllJ) 

A youngster who signed 

profeuionel form• with 

Swansea in 1994 and who has 

him. Another product of the been a regular in the side this 

Vatch Y.T.S. system who hes season. Another scorer in the 

Shaun Chapple (midfielder) es1abli1hod himaoll in lhe aide play-off saml-final second leg 

Bom: 14.02.73 (Swansea} 1his season. Slill laamlng lho against Cardiff. 

Shaun signed profenional game, but his hard work and 
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wansea 

The mood of 

anticipation felt by 

fan■ up and down the 

country last Auguat wa■ 

reciprOGated In Wala• whar• 
Sw•nua were Ntting out 

on • mlHlon to MCU,. a 

quick retum to Divisio n lwo 

attar relegation tha Ha■on 

befora. 

The well publicised financial 

problems that have dogged the 

club in recent year■ were always 

going to be an obstacle 

manager Jan Molby would hav·e 

to overcome if he was to 

succeed in his first managerial 

post, but he has known nolhing 

but victory throughout his 

career and was determined to 

succee-d in his greatest 

challenge yet. 

The opening day victory 

over Rochdale began to banish 

the memory of the desperate 

season that was still fresh in the 

mind for so may Swans fans. A 

first goal for David Penney in 

that 2· 1 win signalled his 

intenlions In whal wn 10 be a 

-
VI 

Yel within a month ,11 1ha1 

early optimism was swepl away 

as the likH of Darlington, 

Chester and Lincoln inflicted a 

siring of crushing defe.ts on 

Jan Molby's team. As early 

promotion chasers Carlisle sent 

four goals crashing past Swans 

keeper Roger Freestone on a 

sickening day in mid•September, 

Motby's team sank to a lowly 

21st position In the table. 

There was somo di$Content 

among fans who were 

demanding instant 1uccess In 

the Third Division. Yet they 

remained Joyal and were 

David Thomas was 

the amongst the 

go1lscor1r1 on what 

appeared to be an 

important night of 

confidence building 

at the Vetch. 

But again hope1 

that the turning 

point had arrived 

wore quickly 

dashed. As they 

progre,sed through 

rhe month of 

October without the 

boost of a victories 

until the final days, 

the slide back down 

e table saw them 

slip to just one off 

the bonom spot 

which was already 

occupied by the 

unfortunate Brighron. 

Bui November proved a 

better month for Molby who 

was certainly learning Iha 

managerial game the hard way. 

While some of hi• former 

Liverpool team•mates have 

gone llreight from the Anfield 

boot-room and into the rop jobs, 

Molby took the tougher option 

en Swansea and deserves praiN 

for what has to be seen H • 

brave d~ision. 

When the pressure ii on, 

courage is an important quality 

and Molby showed plenty ol 

fighting 1pirit as he started to 

productive scoring season for rewarded with a comprehensive turn lhe season around. 

the 32-year•old. •-o defeat of Hereford a few Successive victories over 

-

[i] days after that Carlisle setback. Torquay, Cardiff, Exeter and 
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Hereford as the seHon movod 

into its fourth month lifted rhe 

threat of a relegation fight and 

propelled the aide into a far 

more prominent position at the 

right and ol tho ttblo. 

In fact. as Swans fans made 

tho pllgrimogo to tho Vatch on 

Boxing Day, the aide were 

sining fifth in the tabla and 

showing all the aigna that they 

were capabla of catching the 
likes ol Fulham, Carlisle and 

Wigan who had so far proved 

themselves 10 be the cream of 

the division. 

But in the end, those lhree 

were always Just far enough out 

of reach to leave the Swan, in a 

bottle for• pley-oll berth which 

they always sttmed capable of 

holding on to. And lheir 

February 8th win over 

Northampton may prove more 

significant than they lmaglnKI 

when the'( left Sixfields with the 

poinls. Again Penney found the 

net when it m1tterod most to 

1ecura a league double over 
their Wembley rivals after 

Oecembor'1 1·0 defeat o f the 

Cobblers. 

Those results should give 

tho Swans t pSyehologlcal edge, 

bul they are facing an In-form 

Northampton outfit who are 

playing with far more 

confidence than they were three 

month1 ago. 

From fare January through 

to the end of the campaign, 

Swansea remained In fourth 

piece ea the locals got behind 

1heir team in I bid to push them 

over the winning line to 

promotion. A 2-2 home draw 

against Hartlepool on the tasr 

day of the Mason allowed 

Nor1hampton to steal that four1h 

place, but there can be no doubt 

that the top two in the play-off 

pool wl/1 provide an intriguing 

encounter lhis afternoon. 

Psyehologieal edgel Jen 

Molby will know only 100 well 

thet ol Wembley anything ean 

happen. Alter ell, he w11 pa~ ol 

the Liverpool team who lost to 

Wimbledon in the 1988 F.A Cup 

Final. 

THE EUROPEAN GROUP 

THE BAC 1-11 AN ATTRACTIVE ALTERNATNE 
EUROPEAN AVIATION AIR CHARTER 

Afra:ifl av.tiL1hlc 24 hours a <.lay, 7 cl11~ a \\t.•d,. 

• Competitive r:ue; 

Aircraf1 a,~tibhlc on ACJ\U lxb1.s 
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• 50 sc,11 VIP l'O'llOl"Jtc ain.T.ift ;1,-:ubhlc 
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Europe-Jn House. 13ournemuu1h International Airport 
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EUROPEAN AVIATION 
European Hall, BmmFml Road , Lctlbury 

Herefordshire HR/l I LG 
·1cl: +44 (0) 153 1 633000. fax: +44 (0) 1531 6}149i. 

Event Management Services 

Corporate Hospitality 
Incentive Schemes 
Activity Days 
European Events 

Sporting Events 
Business Meetings 
Product Launches 
Tailor-made Events 

For an unbeatable Service, contact the Team you can Trust 

AVVENTURA EVENT MANAGEMENT LTD 
18 Lindfield Road, London WS JQR 

Tel: 01818108020 Fax: 0181 997 5353 
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WlnN• boH J an 

Molby would be Iha 

first t o admit that it 

hat H • n no •••Y ride ■Ince 

M t ook t he helm et th• 

Vetch Flald In Feb,u.,y 

1998. In fa ct, • • hla aide 

•IIPf>H Int o the bottom 

th,.. In t he opening months 

of the ... ,on. aome fen■ 

voiced th eir diNpprov■I of 

t heir ch1rl1m1tic bo 11 who~ 

t hough halllng from 

But he hat ridden the 

ditr.cult period to book I return 

to I stadium he became more 

than a little familiar with during 

his eleven glorious years II a 

Liverpool player. FA Cup Flnols 

and numerous Charity Shi eld 

matches littered his Anrteld 

~reer and made him e 

Wembtey hero in the red shirt 

on more than one ocusion, 

Those experiences cain only help 

his young squid that heve 

exc:elled in booking the d1y at 

Denmark. apeeka mcwe lilce • the home of foott>.11. 

who w,s alwayt accund of 

cauymg 100 much weight, 

though his poiu. balance and 

exquisite range of paujng mtdo 

up for 111 his over publtcised 

deficiencies. It was a sign or his 

class that he atways sttm.cj to 

have more t ime on the ~II than 

• anyone else on the rield. 

• Jan was tho sort of player 

who could turn a game w,th one 

pus.· uys his former Anfield 

ttam•mate Marie Lawrenson. 

· He could d inppett for long 

periods and then pop up with 

that moment of inspiration. Wrth 

a player llko l.1n Rush in the 

side, you only need one chance 

to score a ooal. More often than 

not. Jan was our man to unlock 

a defence. He was an inspired 

signjng for Livorl)OOI. • 

Molby moved to Anfield 

from A1ex in 198,i in a CS75,000 

deal. It proved to be money well 

spent for a number ten who 

They say combining a 

continued eareer on the field 

with ma.nagement 11 a 1ough 

IUk. but when Molby dOM 

turn out for the Swans, he 1tlll 

1hlnu in a lugue packed 

with ~nling pf ayers. Also, 

after ptaying alongside the 

class of Oafgll1h, Rush and 

Hanten throughout his 

career, it must have been 

difficult to adjust to life in 

the Third Division. 

But it has been i11 

season when the stars of 

y11teryear have excelled in 

management ,eats l hroughout 

the Third Division. From former 

Everton Wembley winner Kevin 

Ratcliffe at Ch11ter to Carllsle 

bou and former Leeds keeper 

Mervyn Day, It has been a story 

or Iuccl'Q. Though Day accepts 

time 11 needed when dropping 

down the league,. •tt is difficult 

when you have played all your 

life with the top players and 

then drop to a leuer level, but 

thillt ia part of the challenge.• he 

stain. 

Uverpudllan th■n ■ny o f the Molby was a gifted Molby seems ready to - m ... tie■. Individual on the field. A player accept the battle thIt is life in 
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the lower leagues. "My players 

have become hardened to the 

physical tide of the game this 

season.• say,s tho Sw1ns bou_ 

·we played Chesta, In the play. 

off semi-finals and they hive 

adopted the phyaical approad, 

all se11on. But that 11 what i t is 

all about down here. You have 

to earn the right to ploy and we 

have managed 10 do that more 

often than not this ae11on. • 

Thi• afternoon, hit 

challenge 11 to put Sw1n11a 

bad< on the path lo the big-time. 

h seems ■n age since John 

TothKk took the club Into the 

top Hight when glory days such 

as this were common pt,c:,. The 

gap between rich and poor is 

now 10 gr11t that 1uch 1 

comeback rrom Swansea would 

be hard to envisage In the 

modern game. With the club 

already deep In fin1nci1I 

trouble, Molby look, Ml to 

continue working on a 

ahoellring budge! wh1t1ve, 

happens under the Twin Towers 

today. 

Molby't Wembltl' return 

that will bring an air of the 

romantic Into th• famous old 

stadium. A week to the dIy 

since the FA Cup Final and all 

the drama 1hat produced. this 

encounter will provide a 

different sort of drama. Molby 

has described this day II the 

most importanl in his Illustrious 

ctteer. After all he hu echieved 

that i1 uytng something. 

MOLBY FACffllf 
Born: o, 07 63 

Birthplace: Kolding. 

Denmark 

S igned for Uvorpool in • 

£ 575,000 dool: i • 08 8• 

218 appearances 101 

Liverpool !44 goal'.::) 

Honour■ : 01v1s1on Onr! 

Chomp1onsh1p: 1986, 88, 90 

F.A. Cu p: 1986. 97 

After loan spells 111 Barnsley 

and Norw,ch he was 

appo1n1cd Swansc., boss 

22079~ 

For one ~rie~ ecstatic moment, 
a huge fat guy with no shirt may take you in his arms and kiss you pa$sionately. 

In the event of an exceptio_'!al goal, kiss him back. 

Eat Football. Sleep Football. Drink Coca-C~1!,_ 
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Auto Windscreens Schools Shield 
= Auto= The Auto Windscreens Schools Shield is a siJc-a-slde football 
Windscreens 

✓ , competition for school teams in the under-13 age group 

• ~ (Year 8). The competition is organised by The Football League, 

~, in conjunction with the English Schools' Football Association 
.... 

► ◄ and the national Football in the Community scheme. 

A total of 713 echool1 rep,.eent their local League Nonh at Manchester City FC and suppon of Auto Windscroens 

hav• taken part in club In m■tche1 against in the South a1 Bish■m Abbey and Sportsmatch, 1he 

thla INIOn'e other club, from the .,..,... N11ional Spero Centre. Governmenrs Business 

competition. local he■ta dlvl1ion of the Nationwide In the Area Final. four Sponsorship Incentive Scheme 

have - held at Footb1II La■gu•. teams in each division plav•off lor Sport. each of 1he 713 

League club■ throughout the Eight teams in each division lor the chance to play he,e ot sc:hools taking part in the 

country and tM winning made it through to the Area Wembley. compc1i1ion w ill receive five 

■choot• have goM on to Finals. which were staged in the Through l he financial Mitre footballs. 

Northern Area Finals 
Held at Manchester City FC, Maine Road on Tuesday 6th, May 1997 

The w inners of Division Three. Northern Area -

North Cumbria Technology College. Carlisle United 

Doncaster Ravers 

Carlisle United 

Doncaster Rovers 

Hull City 
Doncaster Rover, 

Hull City 

2 • , 

3 • 0 

1 • 2 

1 • 2 

2 • 0 
2 • J 

Hull City 
Chester City 
Carllsfe United 

Chester City 

Chester City 

Carlisle United IIM'~] Results of the Division Three Finals, North em Area 
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SPORTS 

111Da. Southern Area Finals MATCH 
Held at Bisham Abbey National Sports Centre on Thursday 8th, May 1997 

The winners of Division Three, Southern Area -

Exmouth Community College, Exeter City ": 

DIVISION THREE p w D L F A Pts 

Northern Area 

Carlisle United 3 J 0 0 8 3 9 

Doncaster Rovers 2 0 5 3 6 

Chesler City 0 2 6 

Hull City 0 0 3 4 0 

Southern Area 

Exeter City 3 0 0 8 9 

Fulham 3 2 0 5 6 

Leyton Orient 3 0 2 

Hereford United 3 0 0 3 2 0 

Exeter City 3 v 1 Fulham 

Hereford United 2 v 4 Leyton Orient 

Exeter City 2 v 0 Hereford United 

fulhem v 1 Leyton Orient 

Exeter City v O Leyton Orient 

Fulham 1 v O Hereford United 

Results of the Division Three Finals. Southern Area 

= Auto= 
Windscreens 
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8 IODWI 
Nationwide's first season of sponsorship proved to be a lascinattng one In Division Three. 

Du•n• D•tby - IMt•trlck h•ro •• Hull o,,.n•d th• ••••on 
with• win. 

AUGUST 
The bright summer 

1un1hine w11 out to welcome in 

the new third division season 

and a pleasant summer 

afternoon was had by each of 

the four newly relegaled clubs 

as Brighton won 2· 1 at home to 

Chesler, Swansea won by 

exactly the same score at home 

to Rochdale, Carlisle picked up 

maximum points at Doncaster 

and Hull came oul on top in a 

five-goal thrill er against 

Darlington. However, by the end 

of the month the foursome had 

their eyes well and truly ope~ed 

to what life would be like in the 

robusl, harsh world or Division 

Three. Hull flew the flag in third 

position with two wins and two 

draws from their first four 

game, end Cadisle weighed in 

wilh an eighth ploce, but for 

Brighton and Swansea in 

particular ,t was a decidedly 

difficult welcome. 

SEPTEMBER 
Big spending Wigan went 

into the mon1h •• league 

leaders. The Latics, boosted by 

the cash of millionaire, Dave 

Whelan, were looking to put the 

dinppointments of last season 

behind them when they failed 

on I dramatic fast day to make 

the play-offs. However, 

Londoners Fulh1m 'Capital'iaad 

on a low dropped poinls to take 

over the leadership going into 

the end of the month, along 

with Carlisle, who also made 

use of their greater-than-most 
K•ny Dixon - found lif• •t Donc••t•r to be worlda .,,.rt from resources, to form the basis of a 

[j] his highly succ•Hful bys •• Cll•l•u. challenge at the summit. The .I ID] THE NATIONWIDE FOOTBAU LEAGUE · DIVISION 3 PLAY-OFF FINAL 

top three places had already 

begun to have a ramiliar look 

about them es the rest of the 

pack showed thei r dist inct 

Inconsistencies. At the bouom, 

Doncaster were the early 

'paceHtters' 10 to 1pe1k. The 

Yorkshire oulfit dram11ically 

dispensed with the services of 

manager. Sammy Chung only 

hours before the season kicked 

off and hit replacement, former 

Chelsea star, Kerry Dixon w as 

finding the terrain pretty tough 

on his first managerial mission. 

OCTOBER 
Cambridge Vnited's team of 

young 1tar1, with the odd 

experienced head thrown in for 

good me11ure, were ceu1lng 

10mething of• surpriH II they 

emerged es• side likely to go a 

long way in the division. After a 

Jody c,..ddock - much 
sought•tt•rdef.,,•r•nd 
key flflUN behind 
C•mbri"9•;• fin• •t•rt to th• 
••••on. 

di .. ppointing previoua 

c,mpaign. Tommy Taylor's men 

were ketn give their supporters 

aomethlng to cheer about and 

with eight victories in their first 

15 games they did just that. 

Though they still trailed both 

Fulham_ who had stri ker. Mike 

Conrov in good form with 13 

goals from 1 S games - and 

W'91n who ended tho month 

holding the top two 1pot1. The 

IUrt of October saw Brighton 

aeni. down in bottom 1pot, but 

whh thei r many off-the-field 

problems the Seagulls' fans had 

plenty of other things to worry 

about. Another low flying bird 

were the Sw1n1 of Swansea, 

who flew just one place above 

Brighton after get1lng • tough 

baptism to third d ivision life, but 

it's a marathon not a sprint and 

their t ime would come ..... 

Andy Ritch/• - now b•ck In 
the f•mlli• r colours of 
Oldh•m, but rt,• veter•n 
•trlken go•ls prov•d 11/t•I In 
Scarborough•• ••rly •••son ,, ... 

NOVEMBER 
Scarborough and Torquay, 

two clubs more used to 

scrapping ii out at the bonom 

were enjoying the first couple of 

months of lhe season. The pair, 

who occupied the bonom two 

places the previous season, 

were in nosebleed posi1ion1 

going into November. 

Scarborough, under the shrewd 

guidance of Mick Wadswonh. 

lay in fourth place after the first 

week of the month, with veteran 

Andy Ritchie revelling In ifrf 

othe,wise young squad. 

Ri1chie's 10 goals put him in 

amongst the d ivision's top 

goalscorers. Torquay meanwhile 

had overcome a pre-season 

court cese against Stevenage 10 

hold on to their Football league 

s1atus, after the Vauxhall 

Conference champl~n'i- appealed 

against the league's decision not 

to promote them in place of the 

Gulls, and realising how lucky 

they were to still be a league 

club. hit sixth place before 

falling away towards lhe end of 

the month. Fulham meanwhile 

s1an.ed to put some daylight 

between themselves and 

aecond•placed Carlisle aher 

enjoying a good month. 

DECEMBER 
Going into the busy festive 

month. the FA Cup failed to 

provide a welcome relief for lhe 

majority of Division Three clubs 

w ith Cambridge Uniled's 

embarrassing exit at home to 

Woking, Hull's S· 1 home 

thrashing by Crewe and Leyton 

P•t•r Shllton - ch•lk•d up hi• memor•bl• 1,000th lugue 
gam• whlltt pl•ylng In Olvl•lon Thr-.• for Leyton Orient. 

bad bunch of results. Back to 

the bread and buuar of league 

action and Fulham were still 

sitting preny as the year came 

10 a close. Carlisle. Cambndge 

and Wigan had all kept up their 

challenge to Micky Adams' side 

and were now jo ined by 

Swansea who had flown In 

gracefully from the wrong end 

of the table to make their 

presence felt at the righl end. 

the division when he played h is 

1 ,OOOth league game for Leyton 

Orient - nice one, Shills! 

JANUARY 
The new year came In with 

some poor weather which had 

it's effect on the league 

programme in the early weeks. 

but once normal service was 

resumed th ings stayed pretty 

There WH a dist inct lack of much as they were w ith regards 

festive cheer down at Brighton to the top and bonom of the 

as a desperate situation was table. Outside of the top three -

made worse by the loss of not namely, Fulham, Wigan and 

only their dignity but two points Carlisle - things were much of 

for crowd disturbances, a muchnen and any team 

meaning that the once proud capable of s1ringing a decent 

Seegulls had a miserly 16 points run o f results together could lay 

from 26 games at lhe year's end sensible claim to a play-offs.pot. 

- seven points adrift of their w ith Colchesler a case in point 

Orient's home defeat by nearest rivals. Peter Shilton as they rose quietly from 

Stevenage being the pick of a created a special moment for 1m 1fi'1 
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D••pir• • h•PPV ending, th• 1991J,/97 •e••on ahowed th• f•n• 
of Brighton •••ctly how cruel• pm. football can b•. 

mid-table to the play-off zone 

over the course of the month. 

Brighton ended the monlh in a 

fashion typical to their season 
so far as they looked convincing 

In boating Rochdale 3-0 only to 

f ind that their nearest rivals. 

Hereford had chalked up a fine 

win at high-flying Cambridge to 

keep the seven point gap - so 

much for lucky seven, eh 

Brighton fans!! 

FEBRUARY 
Fulham finally lost their grip 

on the top of 1he t ree. however 

their fall wasn't too dramatic 

and they still remained on a 

fairly high branch, but it was 

both Carlisle end Wigan who 

staned to pick up speed, with 

the Cumbrians taking the 

initiative. Although, the trio had 

started to brenk away from the 

spluttering chasing pack and a 

battle was developing between 

them as to who would lift the 

championship_ Wigan seemed 

to hold the trump card with the 

Lancashire hot•ahot. Graeme 

Jones who ended the m onth 

holding the enviable honour of 

being the country's top 

goalscorer. His 26 league goals 

in 34 league games put him 

Gr•eme Jon•• - th• 
Lanca•hlre hot-shot•• go•I• 
were vlt•I •• Wigan 
eh•ll•nged for th• title. 

aa11ly out in front. Fulham too 

had 1heir own hot-shot in Mike 

Conroy - 19 league goals in 35 

league games - whereas 

Carlisle d id not rely upon just 

one man finding the n et 

regularly. At the bottom. 

Brighton could at last see some 

daylight both on and off the 

field and their 'Fans United Day· 

was one of the highlights of the 

third division season. 

MARCH 
With the end of the season 

fast approaching, the race was 

hotting up at both the top and 

bottom of the table. Wigan 

ended the month in pole 

D.nny Cu/Ip - part of tll• Fulll•m •Id• pu•lllng ll•rd In tll• 
th,...wey tie with Wipn end Cerll•le for ,,,. ch•mplon•hlp. 
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with our old friends Carlisle and look over their shoulders aa 

Fulham breathing hard down they entered the finir'1raight, 

their neck■. With Graeme Jones 

on board, Wigan were clearly in 

front If it was to come down to 

goals acored. Thay had netted 

77 In 40 games, with Carlisle on 

59 In 39 and Fulham on 66 in 

39. Down In the depths, Kerry 

Dixon's Doncaster were edging 

carefully away from danger 

with • good run of results, 

despite off the field problems, 

which reared their ugly heads 

at a large number of clubs over 

the courae of the season, but a 

cloud remained over 

Hartlepool. Hereford and 

Brighton - the three most 

likely contender■ for the 

dreaded drop. But with Steve 

Gritt working wonders at 

Brighton and rumours of an 

Imminent take-over bid, the 

other two had much more 

C81JN than usual to nervously 

APRIL 
With tho transfer deadline 

slowly disappearing dver the 

horizon it was down to each 

clubs current playing statt to do 

the business in the season's 

final countdown. After the first 

week of the month the top trio 

had built up a seemingly 

unassailable ten point gap 

betwnn themselves and 

Swansea, who were maintaining 

their decent form after an early 

season hiccup or two, in fourth 

place - and sure enough, by 

the seeond week of the month 

all three clubs were heading for 

Division Two. The battle to make 

the play-offs was developing 

very nicely with a whole host of 

clubs slill capable of making it 

into the end-of-season lottery. A 

battle of nerve and wits was 

now very much on. Perhaps the 

most nervy of all battles though 

was going on at the foot of the 

!able. where the p rice of failure 

was immeasurable. As the 

month C1me to a close Brighton 

pkked an excellent time to 

finally vacate lhelr bottom of the 

table berth, which had been a 

home to them for so long. All of 

a sudden the onus was on 

Hereford, and boy were they 

sweating! 

MAY 
The month o f May brings its 

fair share of imponant fixtures, 

but perhaps the most imponant 

of the lot was happening in 

Division Three, where jusl over 

8,500 people were presenl to 

wilness the ultimate relegation 

battle as the bottom two -

Brighton and Hereford - took 

each olher on ,n a classic 

wmner-lakos•all game. As 11 

!urned out ne1the, side actually 

won the game and neither side 

lost, but for Hereford- - just 25 

yea,s as a Footb,11 league club 

- thal spelled a tearful drop 

into the Vauxhall Conference 

and immediately pul 1h1ir whole 

future into doubt. What other 

fixture could possibly have 

con11quencn like that for the 

losers7 

Meanwhile, Wigan took the 

title. thanks largely to Graeme 

Jones' haul of 31 league goals. 

The pl1y,offa HW the Welsh 

sidea, Sw1nae1 ind Cuditf 

1avoid each other II Jan Molby's 

men overcame Chester 10 get 

here today, but their Welsh rivals 

Cardiff we,e not so lucky II The 

Cobblers of Northampton 

realised their dream of at last 

making it to Wembley. let's 

hope both aides enjoy their day 

out and, as the cliche goes, may 

the best team winl 

ANDREW/>OOLE 

Gr•lt•m Tum.,. - dl•traught 
•• Z5 yeen of ,..,,.,. 
footbllll c•m• to •n end •t 
H.,..ford who plummeted 
Into tlN V•uxhell 
Confe,..,.e.. 
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TRANSPORT INFORMATION 
Are you aware of the excellent public transport facilities that serve Wembley? 

You may find it more convenient to make all or part of your journey using 
these services. There is a good range to choose from. 

UNDERGROUND 
Wembley Park Station (5 minutes walk) on the Metropolitan 

line services from Baker Street, Kings Cross/St. Pancras 
and Liverpool Street Stations. 

On the Jubilee line, services from Charing Cross and Baker 
Street Stations. 

Wembley Central Slalion (10 minutes walk) on the Bakerloo 
line, services from Elephant and Castle, Charing Cross, 

Baker Street and Marylebooe Stations. 

Full details may be obtained by ringing 0171 222 1234 

Toe map below will help you on your journey home from 
Wembley. 

BRITISH RAIL 
Wembley Sladium Station (neX1 door to the Complex) 

Marylebone to Birmingham on the Chiltern fine. 
A number of stations on the Chiltern line are very close to 

the M40 motorway. 
You may find It convenient to park at these stations in 

particular; Blcester North, High Wycombe, 
Beaconsfield and Banbury. 

Full details may be oblained by ringing 0990 165165. 

Wembley Central Station (10 minute walk) Euston lo 
Walford service and the Euston to Milton Keynes and 

Northampton services. 

Full delalls may be obtained by ringing 01923 245 001 

■ . 
. 

ROUTES FROM WEMBLEY STADIUM COMPLEX 

+ ROAO CLOSED 

ORIGINATION·SAFFRONGRAPHCS 
PRINTED BY,j,.SOUTH~~ (WEB OFFSET LTD) 

WHtN LEAVING THE STADIUM, 
TRAFFIC WILL BE DIRECTED 
OFF THE COMPLEX THROUGH 
ONE OF THREE ROUTES AS 
SHOWN ON TO THE NORTH CIRCULAR RD. 
PLEASE FOLLOW THE DIRECTION 
SIGNS AS INDICATED ON THE MAP. 

England's last 
. hpmQ match in 
; lhe1r bid to secure 

a lace in Ille 
· ____ ,19 W . Id.CUP~ 
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, England v Moldova 
Wembley Stadium -

Wednesday 1 o September 1997 
Kick-OH 8.00pm 
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If you need a loan, we're in a 

of our own. 

NEW! 
Loans of £300 for 

your Football Season 
Ticket plus FREE 
Sports Bottle. 

Ca II for details. 

With the end of the season approaching, you'll soon have time on 

your hands • which means there are all kinds of _reasons why you may 

netd a personal loan. 

If so, why look any further than Nationwide? 

However much you want to borrow, from £500 to £15,000, 

you'll find our rates are really competitive and there are no fees to pay. 

We offer a choice of repayment periods, from I to 5 years. 

CaJI us between 9am • 5pm weekdays on 01727 795033 
quocing ref: 1575/6870, for a quick and easy quote. Alternatively, visit 

your local branch. The money you need could be yours sooner than 

you choughc. 

ai Nationwide 
F"ind us on 1he Internet at h1tp:l/www.natlonwide.co.uk 

• 

lyp,al aampk £◄.000 awr J )'"'' .i ~ . • 36 mt'n1hly rcpay111<n1.1 of£ 116.66. Toul J.1noun1 p.iy,blc of H .919. 76. Cr.J11 F..cil11io 1r, p,o,.JcJ by , nd """''n q~ou1ion1 
u c , V>J!.blc f,om· N>11onwidc Tnm l.un11tJ, N11ion,., dc How,, 20 Lown- O,gn.all Sm«, Sc Alb.an., AU ◄RR. N,non,.,d, TN11 Limi,cd is 1 "-holly o,.,.,d ,ub,.di.uy n( NirM)ll••td< 
Bu,ldmg Sockry All lo, ns 11< ,uh1«1 10 , pprm.tl o( an 1pplian1', 6n, nml , unding ,nJ •rt only , vai!.blc to tho>< 1g«l l8 or over. lb10 corrca 11 1imc of gains 10 ptt>L Loin, fo, 
""°" ockcu only: Cu.\lomm m doi;ibk for 1he Ir« ,pons bonk once the loon 1w b«n u,ucd. Only one fm: Sporu Bottle per l"'n wuc. 
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